
SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NATIONAL CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES WEEK

  

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:  Mr. Speaker I yield myself such time as I may consume. 

  

   H. Res. 264 is a bipartisan resolution designed to honor correctional officers and employees
by acknowledging and supporting the goals and ideals of National Correctional Officers and
Employees Week. This was introduced by the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Holden), the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
LoBiondo
) and the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
Ellsworth
). 
 

   The resolution directly honors correctional workers at all levels, local, State and Federal,
including psychologists, chaplains, teachers and even kitchen staff.   

   Correctional officers and employees play a vital role in protecting and promoting public safety.
They work in our county jails, our State prisons and our Federal penitentiaries. They have a
tough job in a tough environment and at a time that Congress and State legislatures are actually
making the job more difficult because we have been eliminating programs for inmates, such as
parole, good conduct credits and Pell Grants for college courses, programs that give incentives
to prisoners to behave. Now, with the additional reduction in prison inmate jobs on the Federal
level, even more pressure will be put on correctional officers to maintain a safe and productive
environment for prisoners.   

   So it is fitting, Mr. Speaker, that we pause at this time to recognize and commend our
correctional officers and employees for the very important job that they do for us every day
under these very difficult circumstances, and to them we say, ``Thank you.''   

   Finally, Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to indicate that I have received a note from the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Holden), the lead sponsor of the resolution and chair of the
Congressional Correctional Officers Caucus. First, he asked that I share his regrets that he was
not able to be with us today to speak on this resolution due to a prior commitment in his home
district. He also asked that I convey his strong support for the men and women who work in our
prisons and correctional facilities on a daily basis. And he also asked me to personally welcome
on his behalf the correctional community to Washington, D.C., for their annual day on Capitol
Hill, which is scheduled to occur this coming Wednesday. 
 

   Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to support the resolution.
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