COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY ON ITS 125TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia: Mr. Speaker, | yield myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 182 is a resolution commending and congratulating Virginia State
University on the occasion of its 125th anniversary. H. Res. 182 was introduced by my
colleague from Virginia from the Fourth Congressional District of Virginia, Mr. Forbes.

Virginia State University was founded on March 6, 1882, as the Virginia Normal and
Collegiate Institute, making it the first fully State-supported 4-year institution of higher learning
for African Americans. Today, it is one of Virginia's two land-grant institutions.

The first president of Virginia State University was John Mercer Langston who upon his
election to Congress in 1890 was the first African American elected to Congress and, until my
election in 1992, had been the only African American elected from Virginia.

In 1935, Virginia State University founded a 2-year satellite school at Norfolk, Virginia. That
school today is known as Norfolk State University.

Today, Virginia State has an enrollment of nearly 5,000 students who live and learn on a
236-acre main campus overlooking the Appomattox River in Chesterfield County, Virginia. The
school also has a 416-acre agricultural research facility.

The University's academic programs include the " Bridges to Baccalaureate" program for
students transferring from 2-year colleges who want to major in science, as well as the Honda
Campus All-Star Challenge and the Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program for students planning
to pursue doctoral degrees.

Virginia State has helped set the standard for minority-serving institutions in Virginia and
across the Nation by providing quality higher education opportunities for 125 years.

My family has a proud Trojan tradition. My mother attended Virginia State, my older brother is

a graduate of Virginia State, and | am honored to have an honorary degree from Virginia State.

So | congratulate Virginia State University on its 125th anniversary and wish them another
successful 125 years.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of my time.
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