
IN SUPPORT OF THE CONNOLLY AMENDMENT TO THE RESTARTING AMERICAN OFFSHORE LEASING NOW ACT

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia: Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the amendment.

  

This amendment will ensure that necessary safeguards are in place to protect military training
operations, NASA missions, and port access in certain offshore areas.

In the Commonwealth of Virginia, the United States Navy trains extensively in the Virginia
Capes Operations Area off the coast of Virginia. Additionally, NASA's Wallops Flight Facility on
Virginia's Eastern Shore requires a clear and unrestricted rocket and target launch range off
Virginia's coast.

I have long had reservations about drilling off the coast of Virginia. I believe the environmental,
economic, and national security risks for that drilling far outweigh any potential benefits. But if
drilling will occur, this amendment will ensure that commonsense and responsible processes
will be in place to safeguard against obvious negative consequences to our military, to NASA,
and to port operations.

I urge my colleagues to support this amendment.
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